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SARTHAK CHOUDHURY 
New Delhi, 18 July 

Eighteen days after India 
banned single-use plas-
tic (SUP), Jalandhar’s 

Maqsudan Mandi vegetable 
market appears not to have got 
the memo. 

“Customers have a cavalier 
attitude towards the ban. While 
some support the ban, others 
ask us to provide them with 
polythene bags. We are in no 
position to say no as it will affect 
our business,” said Suresh, a 
vendor in the market and who 
only identified his first name. 

“There are three main issues 
with the ban. Firstly, a lot of ven-
dors, especially in small towns, 
are not aware of the ban. Sec -
ond, even if they are aware, they 
are short of options. Lastly, the 
lack of checks by the authorities 
is also enabling shopkeepers to 
continue the practice,” he said. 

India on July 1 banned SUP 
on items ranging from straws to 
cigarette packets to fight pollu-
tion, dismissing the requests of 
food, beverage, and consumer 
goods companies to hold off the 
restriction to avoid disruption. 
Business Standard spoke to 
shop owners across India to un -
derstand the post-ban scenario. 

Rakesh Keswani, who owns 
a shop in Hazratganj, an upscale 
market in Lucknow, criticised 
the move. “It has led to a great 
loss for us retailers. The govern-
ment has not managed to put 
an end to the production of SUP 
to begin with. The ban has 
severely affected our sales as 
people have limited alternatives 
to SUPs. On top of that, all the 
other options are costly. Even 
our margins have taken a 10-15 
per cent hit,” he said. 

Kishore Ninave, a jewellery 
shop owner in Nagpur, said that 
it will take businesses some 
time before they stop using SUP. 
“Shop owners need to get rid of 
the old stock before they buy or 

resort to something new. It is a 
slow process and these changes 
take time,” he said. 

“More often than not, people 
buy jewellery to gift people. 
With the ban on plastics, we will 
also shift to using paper gift 
wraps. The cost of paper wraps 
is higher than plastic ones. Even 
though it won’t have a major 
impact on the clients’, we buy 

the products en masse. This will 
push up our costs,” said Ninave, 
on the cost implications of 
switching to gift wraps and 
paper bags. 

Tamal Kishore, who owns a 
flower shop near a temple in 
Mathura, said his operation 
costs will increase two-fold if he 
were to offer paper or cloth bags 
to customers. 

“We are facing trouble deal-
ing with customers. Plastic bags 
were cheap. If we start using 
paper bags, the prices will 
increase. People are not willing 
to pay double the amount. The 
majority of customers aren’t 
even aware of the ban. Either 
we lose customers or our mon-
ey,” he said. 

In Odisha’s capital city of 
Bhubaneswar, the municipal 
corporation is cracking down 
on the use of SUP but the 
authorities in the state’s smaller 
towns are yet to follow suit. 

Ratikanta Biswal, a grocery 
shop owner in Balasore some 
200 km south of Bhubaneswar, 
said he hadn’t seen anyone 
complain about the use of SUP. 
“I still have a sizeable stock left. 
However, local factories are not 

taking fresh orders. I will switch 
to substitutes once the current 
stock is exhausted.” 

Businessmen like Keswani 
in Lucknow said the ban could 
have been implemented better. 

“The world is moving tow -
ards eco-friendly alternatives. 
As responsible citizens, even we 
want to contribute to the cause. 
But these things take time. 
Approach and ideas need to be 
collectively implemented so 
that the change is smooth,” he 
said. As an example, he suggest-
ed shutting down plastic man-
ufacturing units first. “After that, 
the government should’ve given 
us three months to get rid of the 
stock we had.” 

Disposal of existing stock is 
a concern for shop owners. 
Many claimed to have given 
away some of their stock to rag-
pickers and some to clients. 

“Objects like books and tiffin 
boxes are wrapped in plastic 
and sent to us. We are like mid-
dlemen in this system. We get 
products wrapped in plastic and 
give it away to our clients. The 
customer uses the plastic when 
he or she goes shopping and 
more often than not, the plastic 
is circulated back to us. The ban 
would have been better if a con-
venient disposal system was in 
place for everyone,” said Ninave. 

Delhi Environment Minister 
Gopal Rai has suggested a goods 
and services tax (GST) cut on 
raw materials used to prod u ce 
alternatives to SUP. Shop own-
ers felt it would be of little help. 

“Cloth bag vendors are 
aware of the ban and have start-
ed charging us twice the 
amount they used to earlier. 
Even if the GST is cut on some 
alternatives, we are not in a posi-
tion to argue,” Kishore said. 

Most shopkeepers agreed 
with the move to curb the use 
of plastic, but felt it came at the 
cost of their earnings. 

“We appreciate the govern-
ment’s initiative. Even we want 
a better future for our kids. But 
what good will happen if it aff -
ects our livelihoods and wages?” 
Kishore said in Mathura.

Plastic ban: Vendors in 
towns on sticky wicket

SACHIN P MAMPATTA  
& KRISHNA KANT 
Mumbai, 18 July 

The past week saw lower activ-
ity than before, with more peo-
ple staying at home. 

The number of Covid-19 
cases rose to 16,935 over the 
last 24 hours, according to a 
government statement on 
Monday. This is slightly higher 
than the 16,678 cases in the 
previous week. The drop in 
activity could also have been 
because of a religious holiday 
(Eid-ul-Zuha or Bakrid). 

Search engine Google uses 
anonymised location data to 
track how people are moving 
during the pandemic. It 
showed a decline workplace 
visits during the previous 
week. Retail and recreation 
visits also fell, as did essential 
shopping in the form of gro-
cery and pharmacy visits. 
There was an increase in the 
amount of time spent at home 
(see chart 1). 

There was a drop in the 
number of flights taken. For 
example, there were around 
340,000 passengers on July 17 
compared to 348,000 passen-
gers on the previous Sunday. 
There were also fewer flights 
(see chart 2). 

Power generation in the 
country continued to moder-
ate and it was down 3.2 per 
cent from the previous week 
but higher compared to 2019 
levels, based on reporting day 
data. The power producers in 
the country generated 4,276 
million units (MU) of electrici-
ty per day on average in the 
latest week. It was 4,418 MUs 
per day in the previous week. 
In comparison, power genera-
tion was 3,817 MUs per day 
during the corresponding 
week in 2019 (see chart 3). 

The Indian Railways 
recorded 4.91 per cent growth 
in the quantity of goods car-
ried in the latest week, a 
decline when compared to 
8.28 per cent in the previous 
week. It recorded a 16.49 per 
cent rise in freight revenue, or 

the money it made from carry-
ing these goods. The growth 
was higher (22.56 per cent) in 
the previous week (see chart 4). 

Indians registered around 
342,000 vehicles in the latest 
week. This is 7.3 per cent lower 
than the corresponding figure 
in 2019. The gap was wider in 
the previous week, at 17 per 
cent (see chart 5). 

Monday 9 am traffic in 
major metros picked up on 
July 18, shows data from 

global location technology 
firm TomTom International. 
It was only 32 per cent below 
2019 levels in New Delhi 
compared to 42 per cent in 
the previous week. Mumbai 
traffic was 31 per cent below 
2019 levels in Mumbai com-
pared to a 35 per cent drop on 
July 11 (see chart 6). 

Business Standard tracks 
these indicators as a way of 
keeping track of the economy 
on a weekly basis. Official 

macroeconomic data is often 
released with a lag. Analysts 
globally have been tracking 
similar indicators. It gives a 
picture of the situation on the 
ground amid restrictions to 
control the Covid-19 pandemic 
that began more than two 
years ago. 

Google data is released 
with a lag. The latest is as of 
July 13. Traffic data is as of 
July 18, Monday 9 am. All oth-
er data is as of Sunday, July 17.

RECOVERY TRACKER

Drop in mobility, air traffic
Vehicle registration gap narrowed over the previous week

1: FEWER WORKPLACE VISITS

Note: Latest update is as of July 13, 2022, based on location data as processed by the 
company. The percentage change is compared to a baseline value for the same day of 
the week, calculated on a median basis during the 5-week period, Jan 3–Feb 6, 2020. 
The chart shows a seven-day rolling average of visits to each category. Residential 
data refers to change in time spent at home. 
Source: Google LLC “Google COVID-19 Community Mobility Reports”, Our World In Data

2: AIR TRAFFIC DECLINING

Note: Shows 7-day rolling average numbers for domestic traffic based on departing flights and 
passengers. Averages have been used wherever archival data was unavailable. 
Source: Ministry of Civil Aviation

Note: Power generation based on reporting day data (million units, 7-day rolling average) 
Source: National Load Despatch Centre

3: MODERATION IN POWER GENERATION (mn units)

4: RAILWAYS SAW SLOWER 
PACE IN GOODS CARRIED

Note: For seven days ending Sunday. 
Source: Indian Railways

Freight loading  
(quantity)

Freight revenue 
(value)

n Change vs same week last year  
     (as of July 10, in %) 
n Change vs same week last year  

(as of July 17, in %)

5: VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS 
7.3% BELOW 2019 LEVELS
n Vehicle registrations for week ending 

July 10 (in 100,000) 
n Vehicle registrations for week ending 

July 17 (in 100,000)

Note: Based on road transport offices (RTOs) 
for which Vahan data is available.        
Source: Ministry of Road Transport  
and Highways

  2019        2020     2021       2022 

Note: Refers to change in Monday morning  
(9 am) traffic congestion. Comparison is made 
to 2019 levels. 
Source: TomTom International

6: IMPROVEMENT IN 
TRAFFIC CONGESTION
n Change in traffic congestion from 2019 

(as of July 11, in percentage points) 
n Change in traffic congestion from 2019 

(as of July 18, in percentage points)
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Small businesses complain about cold-turkey approach 
and lack of economically feasible alternatives

“THE GOVT HAS NOT MANAGED 
TO PUT AN END TO THE 
PRODUCTION OF SUP TO BEGIN 
WITH. THE BAN HAS SEVERELY 
AFFECTED SALES AS PEOPLE 
HAVE FEW ALTERNATIVES” 
Rakesh Keswani 
Shop owner, Lucknow

“CLOTH BAG VENDORS HAVE 
STARTED CHARGING US TWICE 
THE AMOUNT THEY USED TO 
EARLIER. EVEN IF GST IS CUT ON 
SOME ALTERNATIVES, WE ARE 
NOT IN A POSITION TO ARGUE” 
Tamal Kishore 
Flower shop owner, Mathura

REUTERS



ಬೆಂಗಳೂರುನಗರ
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ಹವಾಮಾನಮನ್ಸಿಚನೆ
ಮೊರೀಡ ಕವಿದವಾತ್ವರಣ. ಅಲ್ಲಿ್
ಲಘುಮಳೆಸಾಧ್ಯತೆ.
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ಬ ೆಂ ಗ ಳೂ ರು :
ಬಮ್ಮನಳಿಳು ಬಾಲಿಕ್
ಕಾಿಂಗೆ್ಸ್ ಅಧ್ಯಕ್ಷ
ಎ ನ್ . ರ ವಿ ೇ ಿಂ ದ್
ಅವರ ತಿಂದೆ,
ಚಿಕಕೆ ಬೆೇಗೂರಿನ
ನಾರಾಯಣಪ್ಪ ಎನ್. (86)
ಸೇಮವಾರ ನಿಧನರಾದರು.

ಅವರಿಗೆ ಪತಿನು, ನಾಲ್ರು ಪುತ್ರು,
ನಾಲ್ರು ಪುತಿ್ಯರು ಇದ್ದಾರೆ.
ಮಿಂಗಳವಾರ ಮಧಾ್ಯಹನು 12 ಗಿಂಟೆಗೆ
ಚಿಕಕೆ ಬೆೇಗೂರಿನ ಲಕ್ಷಿ್ಮಿ ಲೇಔಟ್ನ
ತ್ೇಟದ ಮನ ಹತಿತುರ ಮೃತರ
ಅಿಂತ್ಯಕ್ಯ ನರವೇರಲ್ದೆ.

ನಾರಾಯಣಪ್ಪ ಎನ್.

ಬೆಂಗಳೂರು: ನಿವನಾಹಣಾ ಕಾಯನಾ
ಕೈಗಿಂಡಿರುವುದರಿಿಂದ ನಗರದ
ವಿವಿರ್ಡೆ ಜುಲೈ 20 ಮತುತು 21ರಿಂದು
ವಿದು್ಯತ್ ವ್ಯತ್ಯಯವಾಗಲ್ದೆ.
20ರಾಂದ್ ವ್ಯತ್ಯಯವಾಗುವ ಸಥೆಳಗಳು:
ಶೇಭಾ ಫಾರೆಸ್ಟ್ ಅಪಾಟ್ನಾಮೆಿಂಟ್,
ತಲಘಟಟ್ಪುರ ಸುತತುಮತತುಲ್ನ
ಪ್ದೆೇಶಗಳು.
21ರಾಂದ್ ವ್ಯತ್ಯಯವಾಗುವ ಸಥೆಳಗಳು:
ಕಾವೇರಿ ನಗರ, ಹುಳಿಮಾವು,
ಅಕ್ಷಯನಗರ, ಹಿಂಗಸಿಂದ್,
ಬಿಟಿಎಸ್ ಲೇಔಟ್, ವಿರಾಟ್ ನಗರ,
ಕಾಳೆೇನ ಅಗ್ಹಾರ, ಅರೆಕರೆ ಬಿಡಿಎ,
ನಾ್ಯನಪ್ಪನಹಳಿಳು, ಸತ್ಯಸ್ಯಿ ಬಿಡಿಎ,
ಕೊೇಡಿಚಿಕಕೆನಹಳಿಳು, ವಿಜಯ ಬಾ್ಯಿಂಕ್
ಲೇಔಟ್, ವಿಶ್ಪಿ್ಯ ಲೇಔಟ್
ಸುತತುಮತತು ಪ್ದೆೇಶಗಳು.

20, 21ರಂದು
ವಿವಿಧೆಡೆ
ವಿದುಯಾತ್ವಯಾತಯಾಯ

ಬೆಂಗಳೂರು: ಮಕಕೆಳ ರಕ್ಷಣಾ ನಿದೆೇನಾ-
ಶನಾಲಯದ ವತಿಯಿಿಂದ ‘ದತುತು
ಪ್ಕ್ಯಯಲ್ಲಿನ ಸೂಕತು ಕಾಳಜಿಗಳು’
ಕುರಿತು ಯುನೈಟೆಡ್ ಥಯೇಲ್ಜಿಕಲ್
ಕಾಲೇಜಿನಲ್ಲಿ ಜುಲೈ 19 ಮತುತು
20ರಿಂದು ಕಾಯಾನಾಗರ ನಡೆಯಲ್ದೆ.

ಮಾನಸಕ ಆರೇಗ್ಯ ವೃತಿತುಪರರು
ಮತುತು ದತುತು ಪ್ಕ್ಯಯ ಸ್ಮಾಜಿಕ
ಕಾಯನಾಕತನಾರಿಗೆ ಈ ಕಾಯಾನಾಗರ
ಆಯೇಜಿಸಲ್ಗಿದೆ.

ಕಾಯಾಸ್ಗಾರ ಇಂದು

ಪ್ರಜಾವಾಣಿ ವಾರ್ತೆ

ಬೆಂಗಳೂರು: ಕೇಿಂದ್ ಸಕಾನಾರವು
ಜಿಎಸ್ಟಿ ಹಸರಿನಲ್ಲಿ ಬಡವರನ್ನು
ದೇಚುತಿತುದೆ ಎಿಂದು ಜ್ಡಿಎಸ್
ಶಾಸಕಾಿಂಗ ಪಕ್ಷದ ನಾಯಕ
ಎಚ್.ಡಿ. ಕುಮಾರಸ್್ಮಿ ಅವರು
ಆರೇಪಿಸದರು.

ಸುದದಾಗರರ ಜತ್ ಸೇಮವಾರ
ಮಾತನಾಡಿದ ಅವರು, ‘ಪಟ್ೇಲ್ಯಿಂ
ಉತ್ಪನನುಗಳು, ಅಗತ್ಯ ವಸುತುಗಳ
ಬೆಲ ಏರಿಕಯಿಿಂದ ಜನರು ತತತುರಿಸ
ಹೇಗಿದ್ದಾರೆ. ಈಗ ಅಗತ್ಯ ವಸುತುಗಳಿಗೆ
ಜಿಎಸ್ಟಿ ವಿಧಿಸ ಬಡವರ ಅನನುವನ್ನು
ಕತುತುಕೊಳುಳುತಿತುದ್ದಾರೆ. ತ್ರಿಗೆ ಹಸರಿನಲ್ಲಿ
ಜನರನ್ನು ಲ್ಟಿ ಮಾಡುವುದಕ್ಕೆ
ಒಿಂದು ಮಿತಿ ಬೆೇಡವ’ ಎಿಂದು
ಪ್ಶಿನುಸದರು.

‘ಒಿಂದು ಕಡೆ ತ್ರಿಗೆ ಹಚಿ್ಚಸು-
ತಿತುದ್ದಾರೆ. ಇನನುಿಂದು ಕಡೆ ಉಚಿತ
ಯೇಜನಗಳು ಬೆೇಡ ಎಿಂದು ಪ್ಧಾನಿ
ನರೆೇಿಂದ್ ಮೊೇದ ಹೇಳುತಿತುದ್ದಾರೆ.
ದೆೇಶದಲ್ಲಿ ಬಡತನ ಹಚು್ಚತಿತುದೆ. ತಿನನುಲು
ಆಹಾರವಿಲಲಿದೆ ಜನರು ಸ್ಯುತಿತುದ್ದಾರೆ.
ಶಿ್ೇಲಿಂಕಾಕಕೆಿಂತ ಭಿನನುವಾದ ಪರಿಸಥೆತಿ
ದೆೇಶದಲ್ಲಿಲಲಿ. ಬಡವರ ಮನಗಳಲ್ಲಿ
ಎರಡು ಹತಿತುನ ಊಟಕ್ಕೆ
ಪರದ್ಡುವ ಸಥೆತಿ ಇದೆ’ ಎಿಂದರು.

ಡಾಲರ್ ಎದುರು ರೂಪಾಯಿ
ಮೌಲ್ಯ ಕುಸಯುತತುಲೇ ಇದೆ. ವಿದೆೇಶಿ
ವಿನಿಮಯ ಸಿಂಗ್ಹವೂ ತಗುಗೆತಿತುದೆ.
ಕೇಿಂದ್ ಸಕಾನಾರದ ನಿೇತಿಯಿಿಂದ್ಗಿ
ವಿದೆೇಶಿ ಕಿಂಪನಿಗಳು ಹೂಡಿಕ
ಹಿಂಪಡೆಯುತಿತುವ. ಈ ಬಗೆಗೆಯೂ
ಚಚೆನಾಯಾಗಲ್ ಎಿಂದು ಅವರು
ಹೇಳಿದರು.

‘ಜಿಎಸ್ಟಿ ಹೆಸರಿನಲ್ಲಿ
ಬಡವರನ್ĺ ದ್ೂೕಚುತ್Ķದ್ದಾರೆ’

ಪ್ರಜಾವಾಣಿ ವಾರ್ತೆ

ಬೆಂಗಳೂರು: ಬಿಬಿಎಿಂಪಿ ಹಣಕಾಸು
ವಿಭಾಗದ ವಿಶೇರ ಆಯುಕತುರನಾನುಗಿ
ಭಾ ರ ತಿ ೇ ಯ
ಕಿಂದ್ಯ ಸ್ೇವ
ಅಧಿಕಾರಿ ಜಯರಾಿಂ
ರಾ ಯ್ ಪು ರ
ಅವರನ್ನು ನೇಮಕ
ಮಾಡಿ ಸೇಮ
ವಾರ ಆದೆೇಶ ಹರಡಿಸಲ್ಗಿದೆ.

ಹಣಕಾಸು ವಿಭಾಗದ ವಿಶೇರ
ಆಯುಕತುರ ಹುದೆದಾಯಲ್ಲಿದದಾ ಐಎಎಸ್
ಅಧಿಕಾರಿ ತುಳಸ ಮದದಾನೇನಿ ಅವರನ್ನು
ವಗನಾವಣೆ ಮಾಡಲ್ಗಿದೆ. ಅವರ
ಸ್ಥೆನಕಕೆ ಜಯರಾಿಂ ಅವರನ್ನು ನೇಮಿಸ
ಲ್ಗಿದೆ. ಜಯರಾಿಂ ಅವರಿಗೆ ಹಚು್ಚವರಿ
ಯಾಗಿ ಮಖ್ಯಮಿಂತಿ್ಯವರ
ಕಾಯನಾದಶಿನಾ-2 ಹುದೆದಾಯ ಪ್ಭಾರ
ವನ್ನು ನಿೇಡಲ್ಗಿದೆ.

ವಿಶೇಷ ಆಯುಕ್ತರಾಗಿ
ಜಯರಾಂರಾಯ್ಪುರ
ನೇಮಕ

ಬೆಂಗಳೂರು: ವಿವಿಧ ಬೆೇಡಿಕಗಳನ್ನು ಈಡೆೇರಿಸುವಿಂತ್
ಆಗ್ಹಸ ದೆೇವನಹಳಿಳು ತ್ಲ್ಲಿಕು ಜಿಲ್ಲಿಧಿಕಾರಿ ಕಚೆೇರಿ
ಆವರಣದಲ್ಲಿ ಇದೆೇ 22ರಿಂದು ಪ್ತಿಭಟನ ಹಮಿ್ಮಕೊಳಳುಲ್-
ಗಿದೆ ಎಿಂದು ಕನಾನಾಟಕ ರಕ್ಷಣಾ ವೇದಕ ಸ್್ಭಿಮಾನಿ ಸ್ೇನ
ರಾಜ್ಯ ಘಟಕದ ಅಧ್ಯಕ್ಷ ನಿಿಂಗರಾಜುಗೌಡ ಹೇಳಿದ್ದಾರೆ.

ಇದೕ
22ರಂದು
ಪ್ರತಿಭಟನೆ

ನಿಧನವಾತೆನಾ


